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President’s Message

President Rick Sawers AM

Thank you for the honour of being your President.
When I look at those Fellows who have preceded me
in this role, I realise I have huge shoes to fill but with
the support of the great Board we have, I am looking
forward to my term. I am delighted to provide my
first President’s Report to you all.
It had been a strange time for us and for the first time,
the International College of Dentists (Section VIII)
undertook a “virtual installation” of Office Bearers
during the recent ZOOM meeting of the Board. The
Board has been meeting at its normal frequency
with the benefit of digital connection which does
make the meetings better than teleconferences, but
I believe we all prefer face to face meetings for the
ceremonial parts of our year.
You now have a new Board member and we welcome
Rob Adams from Victoria who takes over from Keith
Watkins as Regent for Victoria.
John Owen AM has retired from the Board after
years of service to ICD Section VIII. His energy and

drive are wonderful and we will miss them. We
convinced John to stay on for an extra year due to
the unknown impacts of COVID-19 on the Board and
its workings. He has been a terrific help to us all and
kept us focussed.
Keith Watkins is now Immediate Past President
and we are grateful to him as he will continue in
his calm, reflective manner to advise me during my
term as President. Keith was a terrific President for
Section VIII and managed us well through difficult
circumstances with COVID, Victorian lockdowns and
a couple of health issues. On behalf of the Board
and Fellows, thank you Keith and I look forward to
continuing to work with you.
Tom Tseng has accepted the role of President Elect
which combines the previous roles of Vice-President
and Treasurer. Tom relinquishes the role of Registrar
which he undertook so well for many years. I know
Tom will inject the same energy to his new role and I
look forward to working with him.
Petrina Bowden has accepted the role of Registrar
and I know we will be well served with the same
energy she generated in her role as Editor. She
brought new ideas and drive and we saw the results
in the editions of our newsletters produced during
her term as Editor.
Jenny Ball has accepted the role of Editor and I know
she will engage well with us all to ensure that our
Fellows are kept up to date on Board activities and
projects supported by our Section.
We are represented so well on an International level
by our two International Councillors. Clive Ross is
a Past International President of ICD and his wide
experience helps us better position ourselves locally
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and within the ICD world body. I look forward to
working with Clive, seeking his help and knowledge. I
know the whole College will join me in congratulating
Clive on his ICD Distinguished Service Award. It is well
deserved.

financially helping those projects which have been
able to operate despite COVID restrictions.
In closing, thank you all again for the opportunity
to serve you as your President. I look forward to
meeting as many of you as I can, starting in Rotorua
in September and then in Perth in October.

Jackie Robinson is also on the International Council
and chairs the membership committee. She brings
energy with her and we benefit from her knowledge Rick Sawers AM
of the international processes and procedures. She President, Section VIII
also has been a great asset locally accepting support
roles. I have relied on her in my term as Treasurer
Registar’s
and I am sure that she will give similar support to
Tom. Again, the College will be delighted to hear that
Jackie has been granted the status of Master of the
College. This is a most appropriate award for her.

Report

On behalf of the Board, I congratulate Professor
Wayne Sampson for his 2021 Australia Day honour of
membership of the Order of Australia (AM).
The 2021 New Zealand Dental Association conference
will be held in Rotorua, September 17 - 19 and we
plan to have an ICD induction ceremony the evening
of Saturday, September 18. We would love to see
Registrar Petrina Bowden
many of our NZ Fellows and many from “over the
ditch” attend, subject to “COVID bubbles”. It will be
our first induction since Adelaide in May 2019, so we Membership Statistics
are all looking forward to it.
The Australasian Section of ICD currently has 779
members comprised of:
The Board will also meet face to face in Perth on
October 30th. We are in the midst of planning for this
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
GEOGRAPHIC
and the associated induction ceremony and dinner,
DISTRIBUTION
779
so (subject to COVID) please save the date and plan
653 Active Members
AUSTRALIA 672
to attend.
106 Retired (Life) Members
ACT 14
One of the things which differentiates ICD Section
VIII from other honour organisations within dentistry
is the projects we support on an annual basis. We
financially assist oral health projects which are
overseen by Fellows of our Section in many countries
in the Asia Pacific region as well as supporting
emerging leaders within our profession. The College
spends about $45,000 per year on grants and it
has been my pleasure as Treasurer in “signing the
cheques” digitally to encourage the team leaders.
COVID has seen a huge impact on volunteer programs
due to restrictions on travel, even within Australia
and New Zealand. I want to assure Fellows that the
allocated funds are being warehoused to allow for
this support to continue as soon as lifting of travel
restrictions allows project leaders to again attend
their respective sites of activity. Meanwhile, we are
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9 Honorary Life Members

NSW 199

2 Masters/Honorary Life Members

NT 6

9 Honorary Members

QLD 123
SA 81

AGE DISTRIBUTION

TAS 17

14 Born in 1920s (2% of members)

VIC 122

5 Born in 1930s (5% of members)

WA 110

118 Born in 1940s (15% of members)

NEW ZEALAND 91

267 Born in 1950s (34% of members)

CAMBODIA 2

194 Born in 1960s (25% of members)

ERITREA 1

95 Born in 1970s (12% of members)

FIJI 4

41 Born in 1980s (5% of members)

HONG KONG 1

2 Born in 1990s (0%)

PNG 1

11 Unknown DOB (1% of members)

QATAR 1
TIMOR LESTE 1

GENDER DISTRIBUTION

TONGA 2

184 Females (24% of members)

UNITED KINGDOM 1

595 Males (76% of members)

USA 2

Section VIII Masters

Our current Honorary Fellows are:

Masters are Fellows in good standing who at the time
• Laynesh Gebrehiwot, Eritrea
of their nomination have rendered extraordinarily
• Peter Lazar AM, NSW
conspicuous and outstanding service to the College.
• Keith Mentiplay, NSW
The awarding of the status of Master is considered a
• Eric Reynolds AO, VIC
rare distinction. The numbers admitted to this status
• Wendy Toulmin AM, NSW
are such as not to lessen the honour so conferred.
• Alastair Sloan, VIC
Approval of the International Council or its Executive
• Cathy Snelling, SA
Committee must be obtained before Mastership is
• Margie Steffens OAM, SA
awarded having received prior nomination from the
• Janet Wallace, NSW
Section. Drs Clive Ross CNZM and Jackie Robinson
are currently the only Master Fellows in Section VIII. CLICK HERE to access the Section VIII database.
Section VIII Honorary Life Members

2021 Australia Day Honours

I am pleased to report that in the most recent Australia
Honorary Life Members are Active or Retired Fellows Day Honours, Fellow Wayne Sampson of South
in good standing who have made an outstanding Australia was recognised for his significant service
contribution to our Section of ICD and to the to dental education in the field of orthodontics. Our
profession and community in our region. Honorary sincere congratulations to Wayne.
Life Membership is only conferred after careful
investigation has revealed a Fellow to be fully worthy
of such a high honour.
Our current Honorary Life Members are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Robert Butler, VIC
David Crum ONZM, New Zealand
W Donald Heffron CBE, NSW
Peter Noblet AM, SA
John Owen AM, WA
Jackie Robinson, NSW
Ron Robinson, NSW
Clive Ross CNZM, New Zealand
Jenny Smyth AM, QLD
Tom N Speed, New Zealand
David Thomson, QLD

Currently serving as the Emeritus Professor of
Orthodontics at the University of Adelaide Dental
School, Wayne Sampson was appointed to the P.
Raymond Begg Chair in Orthodontics (1995-2014),
was a Founding Trustee of the Endowment for the
Begg Chair in Orthodontics and was the Founding
Donor for the Milton Sims Professor Project. A
lecturer/senior lecturer in Orthodontics for the
Faculty of Dentistry from 1976 to 1995, Emeritus
Section VIII Honorary Fellows
Professor Sampson was the former Senior Visiting
Dental Specialist and Senior Consultant at the Royal
Honorary Fellows are individuals, other than members
Adelaide Dental Hospital throughout the 1980s and
of the College and not necessarily dentists, who have
played an active role in the South Australian Branch
rendered conspicuous service to the cause of dental
of the Australian Society of Orthodontists, including
science, have contributed to the promotion of the
serving as President.
dental profession or have otherwise significantly
advanced the dental profession within the Section.
Vale Fellows
Honorary Fellowship is conferred after careful
investigation has revealed said person fully worthy of
such high honour.

Since the previous Registrar’s report in November, the
Board has not received any notifications of deceased
Fellows. All Fellows are requested to notify the
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Board, through admin@icdsectionviii.org of Fellows Rotorua on Saturday, September 18th and in Perth
who pass away. Our Section now lists all vale Fellows on Saturday, October 30th. Invitations with full
on the “Perpetual Fellowship Roll” on the homepage details will be sent to all Fellows in due course.
of the Section VIII website.
Changeover of Section VIII Board Officers
Nominating Deserving Colleagues
In the normal course of events, Section VIII has
The future and strength of our Section depend on a changeover of Board officers every two years
Fellows within our Section nominating colleagues coinciding with the Australian Dental Congress. The
who deserve the recognition of ICD Fellowship for the changeover is actioned at the conclusion of the annual
significant contributions they make to our profession face-to-face Board meeting and the official ceremony
and to the community.
takes place within the Australian induction ceremony
that evening. As these are not normal times, the
The Section VIII nomination guidelines and form
can be downloaded from the Section website or Board amended the process for the 2021 changeover
can be requested from the Administrative Officer at of officers. The changeover was actioned at the end
admin@icdsectionviii.org. The guidelines give the of the Board’s virtual meeting on 6 March 2021. The
criteria used by the Board to evaluate nominees. official ceremony for the changeover of officers will
In addition, Board members and members of local be conducted at the induction ceremony and dinner
nominating committees are happy to discuss the to be held in Perth on 30 October 2021.

suitability of potential nominees with Fellows in
advance of making nominations. For reference, a
copy of the Section VIII database can be found on
the website.
LOCAL COMMITTEES, SECTION VIII

Local committees facilitate nominations of new
Fellows and organise local ICD functions
2021 - 2023
NSW &
ACT
QLD &
NT
SA &
TAS
VIC

WA
NZ

Tom Tseng (Chair), Deb Cockrell, Peter
Duckmanton, Scott Davis, Stephen
Dahlstrom
Ian Meyers OAM (Chair), Julee Birch,
Michael Foley, Anders Blomberg
Rick Sawers AM (Chair), Jono Christo,
Daniel DeAngelis, Chris Pazios
Rob Adams (Chair), Eryn Agnew, Anu
Polster, John Rattray, Warren Shnider,
Felicia Valianatos, Keith Watkins
Jenny Ball (Chair), John Owen AM, Nick
Albatis, Andrew Heap, Kang Kim
Graeme Ting (Chair), David Crum ONZM,
Clive Ross CNZM, John Boyens

Future Section VIII Induction Ceremonies
Due to the impact of COVID-19, Section VIII induction
ceremonies planned for 2020 and early 2021 had
to be cancelled. I am pleased to advise that ICD
induction ceremonies and dinners are planned in
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The Board is proud to announce the 2021 - 2023
officers who are now presiding over Section VIII:
President		
President-Elect
Registrar		
Editor		
Regents		
			
			
International
Councillors		

Rick Sawers AM (SA)
Tom Tseng (NSW)
Petrina Bowden (QLD)
Jenny Ball (WA)
Ian Meyers OAM (QLD)		
Graeme Ting (NZ)
Robert Adams (VIC)
Clive Ross CNZM (NZ)
Jackie Robinson (NSW)

The Board reviewed its structure and succession
planning in 2018. The positions of Vice-President
and Treasurer were combined into the position of
President-Elect. The Immediate Past President no
longer sits on the Board but serves in an advisory
capacity to the new President.
Stepping down from the Board this year are 2019 –
2021 President Keith Watkins (VIC) and Immediate
Past President John Owens AM (WA). Read more
about their outstanding contributions to the Board
elsewhere in this newsletter.
The Board would also like to acknowledge Tom
Tseng’s years of service as Section VIII Registrar since
2014 and Petrina Bowden’s commitment as Editor
since 2017.
Dr Petrina Bowden, Registrar

VOTE OF THANKS for JOHN OWEN AM

colleagues within our profession through their long
term dedication to improving oral health in remote
Aboriginal communities and amongst those most in
need in Perth through the Kimberley Dental Team
(KDT).
Please join the members of the Board in congratulating
and thanking John for his outstanding service to
our Section and to improving oral health in the
communities he serves. John’s service to ICD will be
formally recognised at the ICD induction ceremony
and dinner in Perth on October 30th.

VOTE OF THANKS for KEITH WATKINS
John became a Fellow of ICD in 1992 and has served
on the Section VIII Board of Regents since 2011.
John was appointed as Regent for Western Australia
when Richard Cook AM completed his term of office
on the Board. John became Treasurer in 2012, VicePresident in 2015, President in 2017 and Immediate
Past President in 2019. John was made an Honorary
Life Member of Section VIII in 2020.
Under John’s leadership as President, the Section VIII
Board accomplished a great deal – planning started for
Section VIII centenary functions in 2020 as part of the
College’s 100th anniversary, the Section’s nomination
and new Fellow processes were reviewed and
changes implemented, updates were made to Bylaws,
our Section officially affiliated with NZDA, Board
structure and succession planning were reviewed
and changes introduced, annual sponsorship of the
New Zealand Young Dentists’ Speaker Development
Day commenced, grant guidelines were revised, local
committees in each state of Australia and in New
Zealand were introduced to facilitate nominations of
new Fellows and organise local events, an orientation
process for new Board members was developed, a
Presidential chain of office was introduced and the
first two ICD Fellows from Tonga were admitted
to the College. During his term as President, John
presided over induction ceremonies in Auckland
and in Sydney. The WA local committee organised
the first “WA Sundowner” to welcome new Fellows
under John’s leadership. Significantly, since 2018,
the WA committee has increased the number of WA
Fellows by 28% from 85 Fellows to 109 Fellows. This
is the highest percentage growth of any state/New
Zealand within Section VIII.

Keith became a Fellow of ICD in 2006 and has served
on the Section VIII Board of Regents since 2011.
Keith was appointed as Regent for Victoria following
the unfortunate passing of Gerry Dickinson. He
became Treasurer in 2015, Vice-President in 2017
and President in 2019. As Immediate Past President,
Keith will no longer sit on the Section VIII Board but
will continue to serve in an advisory capacity to the
new President, Rick Sawers AM.

Keith Watkins held the position of Section VIII
President during one of the most tumultuous
times in ICD history. 2020 marked the 100th
anniversary of the College. Planning for Section
VIII centenary events in both Australia and New
Zealand and Section VIII participation in the global
celebrations to be held in Nagoya, Japan began in
2018. Planning was in full swing throughout 2019
during Keith’s presidency. Then the pandemic hit.
Plans were changed and changed and changed again
then ultimately cancelled. Behind the scenes this
meant many discussions with venues and suppliers
to confirm arrangements then more discussions
And, of course, John and Jan have earned the about rescheduling the arrangements; cancellations
deepest respect and admiration of Fellows and with venues and suppliers; refunds; budgets cast
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and re-cast multiple times; communications with
Fellows drafted and circulated then re-drafted and
re-circulated. Planning was impossible during the
uncertain pathway of the pandemic throughout
2020. There were many disappointments along the
way. Keith kept his composure and led the Board
through the many challenges.
Keith presided over the highly successful May
2019 Section VIII induction ceremony and dinner
in Adelaide. During Keith’s term as President, the
Board forged ahead with a number of initiatives:
review of ICD awards, review of processes for our
“elder statesmen/women” within Section VIII as
part of an overall review of Section VIII Fellowship
processes, launch of the Young Dentists Volunteer
grant, introduction of the Perpetual Fellowship Roll
on the Section VIII website, preliminary plans for an
ICD dinner in PNG, revisions to Bylaws, planning for
an ICD function in Sydney at the time of the 2021
FDI Congress, updates to administrative systems and
budget revisions and projections.
Please join the members of the Board in congratulating
and thanking Keith for his outstanding service to our
Section. Keith’s service will be formally recognised at
the ICD induction ceremony and dinner in Perth on
October 30th.

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT to FELLOWS
Renewal Payments

$114,065 AUD was collected in 2020 membership
renewal payments. By comparison, 2019 membership
renewal payments totalled $115,474 AUD. At the
virtual Board meeting held on March 6, the Board
again approved holding the annual membership
renewal fee at $180 AUD/$190 NZD given the
disruptions and challenges many Fellows faced
during 2020 with the pandemic. It was noted that the
renewal fee for New Zealand Fellows has not changed
since 2012 due to fluctuations in the NZD which
have maintained equivalency with AUD renewal rate
changes. The Board anticipates a potential need to
raise the renewal fee in 2022.
Donations

for there generosity. Donations given with the 2020
renewal payments reached an all time high of $15,398
AUD. 26% (193) of Fellows made donations ranging
from $5 to $500. $1,630 in donations was received
from Fellows who are not required to pay annual fees
such as Honorary Life Members.
$15,398 might not seem like much in the grand scheme
of international finance, but within our Section this
represents an enormous contribution towards what
our Section is able to grant as financial support of
volunteer programs led by our Fellows. Over the
past ten years, our Section has steadily increased the
level of annual funding applied to supporting dentally
related humanitarian programs in our region. The
annual Section VIII budget for project support is
modest: $45,000. Modest, but significant as this is
the largest single expenditure item in the Section VIII
annual budget. Only annual capitation fees paid to
the College Office come close to this level of financial
commitment. This allocation of funding for projects
also represents about a third of annual revenue for
our Section.
Hopefully, Fellows can easily see that the donations
they make each year contribute a great deal to what
our Section is able to give to support volunteer
projects led by our Fellows. Your generosity is
making a difference. No donation is too small to be
appreciated. Thank you!
We again thank the NZDA and Jill Watson for their
assistance in collecting annual membership renewals
and donations from New Zealand Fellows.
New Fellow Fees
As at the end of April, $14,600 AUD has been collected
in payments for new Fellows thus far in this financial
year. This compares to $17,575 collected in new
Fellow fees in FY2020.
Capitation & Initiation Payments
The 2020 capitation fee was increased by $5 USD per
Active Fellow by the College Office to $50 USD/Fellow
which translates to approximately $65 AUD/Fellow.
This increase has not resulted in an increase in annual
dues for Section VIII Fellows.

The Board specifically requested that the Editor
highlight the level of donations given by Fellows with For FY2020 capitation fees of $34,224 AUD were paid
their 2020 renewal payments in this edition of the to the International College Office. Due to the low
newsletter. The Board is most appreciative to Fellows exchange rate between the AUD and the USD in 2020,
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the Board elected to pay annual capitation fees to the
College for the first time in three instalments with the
final instalment payable in FY2021. This means the
capitation fees paid for FY2020 appear low compared
to FY2019 and the capitation fees paid for FY2021 will
appear higher than usual as they will include full fees
for FY2021 plus the final instalment for FY2020.

Audit FY2020

The annual audit conducted for FY2020 confirmed
income of $156,573 for the year and expenses of
$96,369 resulting in a net profit of $60,205. It must
be kept in mind that FY2020 was extraordinary due
to COVID-19. Scheduled induction ceremonies and
dinners were cancelled. Decisions on grants were
No initiation fees were paid to the College in FY2020 deferred until September (with funds rolled over to
as there were no induction ceremonies held in FY2021). Capitation fees paid to the College Office
were paid in instalments for the first time due to
Section VIII due to the pandemic.
the low exchange rate resulting in the final payment
Grant Payments
falling into FY2021. In summary, the FY2020 “profit”
is actually a deferral of some major expenses to
At the March 2020 Board meeting, the Board approved FY2021.
delaying decisions on 2020 project grant applications
until the September Board teleconference by which Capital & Budget
time project leaders would be better able to advise
on their 2020 project plans which were disrupted At the end of April 2021, capital funds of Section
due to the pandemic. This meant that in FY2020 VIII totalled $358,343. The equivalent of one year’s
only $5000 was paid for ICD supported grants. At expenditure (approximately $150,000) is held in
the September 2020 Board meeting, $39,875 was reserve.
approved for 2020 grants. Although the pandemic
The FY2022 budget was approved by the Board when
disrupted volunteers travelling overseas, many
the Board met on March 6. The Board also examined
projects were able to substantially continue thanks
5-year budget projections to ensure the Section can
to local infrastructure and personnel. The $39,875
continue to support dentally related humanitarian
approved at the September Board meeting was paid
programs led by our Fellows well into the future.
in FY2021 which meant the FY2021 budget would
The level of support our Section dedicates to these
include two lots of grant payments – deferred FY2020
programs is only made possible by the generous
grants plus FY2021 grants. However, at the March
donations our Fellows include with their annual
2021 Board meeting, the Board deferred decisions renewal payments. Thank you!
on 2021 grants until the September Board meeting
which means the FY2022 budget will include two lots Dr Tom Tseng, President Elect
of grant approvals.
Savings on Newsletters
Considerable cost savings have been realised
by implementing “digital only” newsletters with
distribution of the November 2020 newsletter. This
was one of a number of expense reduction strategies
approved by the Board in June 2020. Changing to
digital only distribution of newsletters will result in
a savings of approximately $2,600 per year which
can then be applied to supporting projects. 69% of
Fellows (535 out of 770) had already opted out of
receiving hard copy newsletters and only 16 Fellows
in the database did not have email addresses. Email
addresses have subsequently been advised by some
of these Fellows. All newsletters are posted on the
Section VIII website and can be downloaded from the
website at any time.

STAY IN TOUCH
Experience the Digital Globe
To begin reading the GLOBE online, go to:
www.icd.org/the-globe-journal-annual/
and scroll down to “The 2021 Globe”.

Section VIII Website

For more photos and regular updates on Section
projects and events, visit our Section website:
www.icdsectionviii.org

Section VIII Facebook Page

For more photos, locations and regular updates on
projects and events, check out our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/ICDAustralasian
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VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS SUPPORTED BY SECTION VIII
Support for dentally related humanitarian programs led by Section VIII Fellows remains top priority for the
Board and for our Fellows. Although the pandemic prevented volunteers from Australia and New Zealand
travelling overseas in 2020, many of the programs supported by our Section remained operational through
local infrastructure and local personnel built over the preceding years. It is hoped that all the programs can
fully resume later this year or in 2022. Project leaders will give updates on their programs in the November
Section VIII newsletter.
In the interim, the table below gives contact details for project leaders. Fellows who may wish to volunteer
or offer much needed support in other ways are encouraged to contact the project leaders.
CONTACTS FOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS SUPPORTED BY SECTION VIII
Adelaide Community Dental Outreach

Margie Steffens OAM

margie.steffins@adelaide.edu.au

Cambodia Healthy Kids

Bethy Turton (Cambodia)

bethy.turton@gmail.com

Cambodia, M’Lop Tapang
Cook Islands
Fiji, Smiles for the Pacific
Nepal, Project Yeti
Nepal, Village School Oral Health
PNG Dental School

Petrina Bowden (QLD)
Liz Webb (New Zealand)
Jonathan Cole (New Zealand)
George Manos (SA)
Sandra Meihubers (NSW)
Len Crocombe (TAS)
Mahmood Siddiqi (PNG)
Solomon Islands, Honiara Dental Referral Ctr David Goldsmith (VIC)
Timor Leste Dental Program
Blanche Tsetong (QLD)
Tonga, Dental Surgery, Queen Solate College David Goldsmith (VIC)
Vanuatu, Gudfala Tut Skul
Barry Stewart (VIC)
Vanuatu, oral health projects
Liz Webb (New Zealand)
Vietnam, Long Tan Dental Program
Greg Miller (SA)
Western Australia, Kimberley Dental Team
John Owen AM (WA)

petrinabowden@gmail.com
webbonponga@xtra.co.nz
jcole@xtra.co.nz
georgemanos1972@gmail.com
sm495@ozemail.com.au
l.crocombe@latrobe.edu.au
mssiddiqi1@hotmail.com
dgold@netconnect.com.au
timordentalprogram@gmail.com
dgold@netconnect.com.au
blstewart17@gmail.com
webbonponga@xtra.co.nz
dentaloutreachaus@gmail.com
john.owen@owenorthodontics.com.au

Applications for 2021 Section VIII ICD grants will be considered by the Board when it meets in early September.
Applications must be submitted by August 13th. Grant application guidelines and forms can be requested
from the Admin Officer, Ron Robinson, admin@icdsectionviii.org.

LIBRARY BOOKS DONATED TO PNG DENTAL SCHOOL BY THE ADANSW
The Section VIII Administrative Officer
was contacted last year by Fellow Sarah
Raphael,
Engagement & Advocacy
Executive for the ADANSW, enquiring if
ICD would be interested in Quintessence
and other dental textbooks being culled
by the ADANSW librarian, Carol Moran.
Dr Mahmood Siddiqi, Head of the Dental
School at the University of Papua New
Guinea, was keen to obtain the books for
the PNG Dental School library. Henry Schein
shipped the books free of charge to Port
Moresby in February. Dr Siddiqi and the
PNG dental students thank the ADANSW,
ICD and Henry Schein for enhancing the
dental library at the University of PNG.
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OUR WORK IS FINISHED

centre was still being built. The early days there were
not easy, but we survived and the work developed.

First, we set up a very basic clinic in the vestry of the
Anglican Church. No water or electricity supply. The
next step was moving into two small rooms in the
health centre when it was completed. Not long after,
to our surprise, some young men, trained nurses,
presented themselves, saying in French ‘We are
your new dental students’. I never gave a lecture or
exam. We just treated patients and they learned in an
apprenticeship-type way. After three years, a grant
was received from the Australian government which
enabled a purpose-built dental clinic to be built. In
1991 the country, in its economic death throes,
Wendy Toulman AM and Graham Toulman AM
descended into chaos with widespread looting and
violent outbreaks, and we were forced to evacuate
I never imagined, when I graduated in 1973 from
twice in a month. So, with the family in danger, we
Sydney University that two thirds of my career
returned home to Australia.
would be concerned with developing dentistry in an
impoverished central African country. Wendy and I
first went to Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of
the Congo or DRC) in 1988 with some portable A-dec
equipment, 100 extraction forceps, boundless energy
and four young boys aged two to eight.
We went to Zaire to work with the embryonic Health
Service of the Anglican Church there. Mobutu, the
dictator President, ruled the suffering population
with the philosophy ‘Look after yourselves’, while he
amassed his own immense fortune.

This left his country with no form of educational or
health facilities. As a result, churches were forced
to step into the breach and set up schools and
health clinics as part of their work. The Anglican
Church there was very small and weak and asked the
Australian Church to help them. As a result of this
Australia-wide request, Wendy and I volunteered
to join a team going to Zaire. (Our bank manager at
the time told us we had rocks in our head.) When we
arrived at Butembo in North Kivu Province, the health

Over the ensuing twenty-three years, I made
fourteen short-term visits back to DRC (the name
changed after Laurent Kabila overthrew Mobutu) to
help the work move forward and to encourage the
three dentists - Timon, William and Ringo - whom I
had trained. I took two groups of Sydney University
dental students to visit, ran two dental conferences,
set up two more clinics and in 2014, Wendy and I
were given a grant to build a dental school in Aru. This
school was approved by the Congolese Government.
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Keith Mentiplay, Gordon Anderson and Craig Young
were major supporters along with many others. In
August 2015, Wendy and I, minus children, returned to
complete the 20-room dental training school and run
the three-year dental course. A forty-foot container
packed with dental chairs, cabinets, furniture and
supplies arrived safely.

The dental school, which had started somewhat
prematurely in 2013, without building or equipment
or head teacher, had recruited four students at first,
then the following year another five students before
we arrived. That first year was extremely difficult, with
Wendy as the building supervisor and dental school
manager, and me as the only full-time dental teacher
and head of the Faculty, trying to teach two years of
dentistry at the same time. It was made more difficult
by having to communicate and teach in French.

that this was possible, even in DRC, with the success
of the first clinic in Butembo which is still going
strong after 30 years and which has, in fact, ‘birthed’
two smaller dental clinics in more remote areas.

The highlight of our whole time connected with the
Congo was seeing one of our first students, William
Wadebho, receive an Honorary Doctorate of Dental
Science in the Great Hall of Sydney University, for his
thirty years of service in DRC as a dentist and oral
surgeon. We have a good team there now. Their
work goes on, our work is finished.

RECOGNISING EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE
THROUGH ICD AWARDS

Over the next five and a half years, we graduated fifteen
dentists and were able to set up ten dental clinics along There is a range of ICD awards available to recognise
1300 kilometres of the eastern side of DRC, thanks to extraordinary service by Fellows for various purposes.
another large grant towards the end of our time there. The Board wishes to raise awareness of these ICD
awards amongst Section VIII Fellows and encourage
Fellows to open dialogue with the Administrative
Officer if they feel a Fellow should be recommended
for one of the ICD awards.

We returned to Australia in December 2020, having
trained a cohort of clinically competent dentists to run
self-sustaining dental clinics. We had demonstrated
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When thinking about recommending a Fellow for
consideration for an ICD award, it should be kept in
mind that these awards are a rare and prestigious
honour. The standards for the awards are extremely
high. In recent years, ICD awards have been presented
to only three Section VIII Fellows: John McIntyre AM
for his 61 years of dedication to dental education and
improving oral health in Papua New Guinea and to
Clive Ross CNZM for his 20 years of service to ICD
at Section and international levels and his lifetime
of service to national and international oral health
organisations and programs; David Thomson was

presented with a Meritorious Service Award in 2018
by the International Council in recognition of his role
as inaugural speaker for the Council. These examples
demonstrate the rare honour that ICD awards
represent and that the Section VIII Board wishes to
uphold.
When considering recommending a Fellow for an ICD
award, it should also be kept in mind that organisations
such as the ADA and NZDA have their own awards
for recognising service to their organisations. The
ICD awards should not duplicate recognition given by
other organisations.
Range of ICD Awards

documentation in the form of a detailed “history”
of the contributions of the Fellow being nominated
that clearly describe why the Fellow might be a
suitable candidate for an ICD award. If indicated,
the Administrative Officer may seek advice and
involvement from a relevant member of the ICD
Board.
Once the Fellow making the recommendation submits
the appropriate documentation, the recommendation
for an ICD award is forwarded to the Section VIII
Board. The Board will consider the recommendation
at its next meeting. Approved recommendations
are then forwarded to the Secretary-General of ICD
for submission to the ICD Awards Committee of the
International Council.

• Distinguished Service Award is intended
as a lifetime achievement award recognizing Fellows making recommendations will be notified
outstanding service to the College or the public in due course of decisions made at Section and
over a long period of time.
International levels. The Section VIII Board will
determine at which Section VIII occasion an ICD
• President’s Citation is granted upon the wishes
Award will be presented. The Fellow who made the
of the International President or at the request
recommendation will be notified to ensure he/she
of a Councilor, this award commends a Fellow for
can attend the presentation.
an uncommon and outstanding achievement or
contribution that is in line with the mission of ICD*.
• Meritorious Service Award is intended to
thank Fellows who have generously donated time
and talent for ICD related service or community
volunteerism.

ICD DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
for CLIVE ROSS CNZM, MICD

Note: The Distinguished Service Award, Meritorious
Service Award and President’s Citation are of equal
standing but are awarded for different purposes.
These awards bear the signatures of the International
President and Secretary-General.
* ICD MISSION STATEMENT: The International College of Dentists
is the Preeminent Global Dental Honor Society recognizing
outstanding professional achievement and meritorious service
while advocating for Humanitarian and Educational Initiatives.

What is the process for recommending a Fellow for
an ICD award?
Recommendations of Section VIII Fellows for ICD
awards can only be made by Section VIII Fellows
in good standing. Fellows who wish to make a
recommendation should contact the Section VIII
Admin Officer at admin@icdsectionviii.org. The
Administrative Officer will give advice on the
appropriateness of the recommendation and ask for

The ICD Distinguished Service Award is a lifetime
achievement award recognizing outstanding service
to the College or the public over a long period of
time. At the virtual meeting of the International
Council in November 2020, it was announced
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that the ICD Awards Committee had approved a
Distinguished Service Award for Clive Ross CNZM
on the recommendation of the Section VIII Board.
Presentation of the award will be made in Rotorua at
the induction ceremony and dinner planned for 18th
September 2021.

Honorary Life Member of both the New Zealand and
the Australian Dental Associations. In 1996 he was
named the Dentist of the Year by the Academy of
Dentistry International. In 1997 he was awarded a
Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit for
services to dentistry.

Clive’s service to the College and to the public is
long and distinguished. Clive has been a Fellow of
the Australasian Section of ICD since 1976. He was
elected to the Board of Regents of Section VIII in
2001 and has served continuously on the Board since
that time in roles as Regent, Editor, Vice-President,
President and Immediate Past President. Clive has
served as an International Councilor for Section VIII
since 2008. Clive is one of only two current Masters
in Section VIII.

Please join the Section VIII Board in congratulating Dr
Clive Bentley Ross CNZM, MICD on this well-deserved
prestigious recognition by the College.

In 2010 Clive Ross became the first Section VIII
Fellow elected to the position of International
Treasurer and the first Fellow from New Zealand to
hold an executive position on the ICD Council. Clive
served as the International Treasurer until October
2014 after which he progressed to the executive
positions of Vice-President then President Elect,
becoming International President of ICD in 2017.
Only two other Fellows of Section VIII have served
as International Presidents: Gordon Rowell (NSW)
in 1978 and Sydenham Dobbin (NSW) in 2000. Clive
was the first Fellow from New Zealand to serve as
International President of ICD.
Clive’s service to the community and to the dental
profession outside of ICD is equally stellar. In addition
to private practice in Auckland, Clive was the long
serving Clinical Director of Regional Oral Health
Services in Auckland until his retirement in 2014. His
positions within organised dentistry include member
of the New Zealand Dental Council for 12 years and
Chairman 1989 - 1995; Chair of the joint WHO/World
Dental Federation working group on workforce
planning and member of the WHO expert committee
on oral health for seven years; FDI President 1991 1995; member of the inaugural Board for the New
Zealand Dental Health Foundation; Board member
of the NZDRF; Past President of the New Zealand
Society of Prosthodontics and President of the New
Zealand Endodontic Society.
Clive was a Council member for the New Zealand
Dental Association for ten years, serving as Council
Chairman 1980 - 1984. In 1991 he was made an
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MASTER FELLOWSHIP for SECTION VIII
FELLOW JACKIE ROBINSON
As per ICD Bylaws, Masters shall, at the time of
their induction, be Active Fellows or Life Members
who have rendered extraordinarily conspicuous and
outstanding service to the College. Their selection
shall be in accordance with the requirements of the
Section which is conferring the honor and the Board
of Regents or Governing Body of the Section. The
Awarding of the status of Master shall be considered
a rare distinction. Approval of the International
Council or its Executive Committee must be obtained
before Mastership is awarded having received prior
nomination from the Section.

The Section VIII Board is pleased to advise that Fellow
Jackie Robinson has been made a Master of the
International College of Dentists. Jackie has been a
Fellow of the Australasian Section of ICD since 1994.
She was elected to the Board of Regents of Section
VIII in 2001 and has served continuously on the Board
since that time in roles as Regent for NSW, Registrar,
Vice-President, President and Immediate Past
President. Jackie has been an International Councilor
for Section VIII since 2017.

During her 20 years on the Section VIII Board,
INNOVATIVE SCHOOL TOOTHBRUSHING
Jackie has always been actively engaged in Section
PROGRAM IN VANUATU
business and has dedicated an extraordinary
Dental caries is rampant
amount of time to the roles in which she has served.
in children in Vanuatu
As Registrar, Jackie brought her considerable
as revealed in the 2017
administrative experience to the role and
National
Oral
Health
streamlined administrative systems that have served
Survey. In response, the
the Section well over the years. She has initiated
Gudfala Tut Skul (Healthy
and compiled detailed statistics on membership,
Teeth School) Program is
nominations and donations and has authored
an innovative supervised tooth brushing program in
numerous guidelines, policies and procedures.
Vanuatu instigated by Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.
(MSM Inc.) in partnership with the Vanuatu Ministry
Jackie has served on many Section sub-committees of Health. The dental program is under the direction
reviewing the Section’s processes and Bylaws. In of Dr Barry Stewart and keenly supported by ICD
recent years, Jackie prepared documents for a Board Fellow Dr David Goldsmith.
restructure, succession and transition plans. She has
played a pivotal role in advancing budgeting, auditing
and financial reporting for the Section and continues
to work closely with the Section VIII President Elect on
financial matters for the Section. Behind the scenes,
Jackie contributes significantly to the Section’s
biannual newsletters.
In preparation for Section VIII 50th anniversary
celebrations in 2014, Jackie worked closely with the
Section’s Administrative Officer pouring over the
Section’s archive of historical documents and photos,
compiling and recording the Section’s historical
information and preparing articles and promotional
materials for the 50th anniversary. The success of the By the end of 2020 the program was operating
50th anniversary Council meeting and celebrations in under local management in 17 Vanuatu schools
Sydney were due in no small part to Jackie’s efforts. involving over 2,000 children and expanding in 2021
to 28 schools. Gudfala Tut Skul is recognised by the
Outside of ICD, Jackie enjoyed a 19-year career in World Dental Federation. Section VIII of ICD has
the public health service in New South Wales at the endorsed the program and provided a grant for five
Westmead Hospital Dental Clinical School starting as a additional kindergartens in Port Vila and translation
dental officer in 1981 and progressing to the position of documents into Bislama and French for the remote
of Deputy Director before leaving the public service islands.
in 2000. In early 2000 Jackie became the ColgatePalmolive Professional Relations Manager for Australia/
New Zealand. She served in that capacity until 2006
when she joined the Australian Health Management
Group (ahm) as Senior Dentist for their Parramatta
clinic. When Medibank acquired ahm in 2012, Jackie
was appointed as Director of Clinical Services and
served in that position until 2014 when she retired.
Jackie joins Clive Ross CNZM as one of two current
Masters for Section VIII. Please join the Board
in congratulating Jackie on this well-deserved What makes the program unique are the special
recognition by the College.
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efforts to make the program self-sustainable and ecofriendly. The coconut oil-based toothpaste (1350 ppm
fluoride) used in the program is manufactured locally
in Vanuatu under strict production protocols and
quality control measures specified by an Australian
toothpaste manufacturer. Local production supports
Vanuatu business and employment. With the
environment in mind, the toothpaste is packaged in
refillable 500ml containers to reduce waste and plans
are underway to introduce bamboo toothbrushes in
2022.

Gudfala Tut Skul resources provided for classrooms
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teacher’s training manual, plus class posters
on toothbrush hygiene and toothpaste
application
Class daily brushing record poster - one for
each month of the year plus a merit stamp
to reward class brushing progress
A total of four toothbrushes per year per
child - one for school and one for home
replaced after 6 months
A year’s supply of Gudfala Tut paste in 500ml
refillable containers, plus a bottle holder for
the teacher’s desk
Hygienic holder for toothbrushes
Daily record book for parents and caregivers
to record home toothbrushing activity

NZDA YOUNG DENTIST ACTION GROUP
2020 SPEAKER DEVELOPMENT DAY
The NZDA 2020 Young Dentist Action Group (YDAG)
Speaker Development Day took place on Saturday,
February 20th in Auckland. 13 young dentists from
around New Zealand attended the day which was run
by Belinda Bryant from Influence Coaching. The day
was a huge success, during which participants learned
new skills and gained confidence through practising
and presenting amongst their peers.

YDAG is comprised of enthusiastic young NZDA
members who will one day be leaders within the
dental profession in New Zealand. The annual
Speaker Development Day is an important part of
their professional development. At the end of the
day, they leave with the skills and confidence to
present to a wider range of audiences. The NZDA
hopes these young leaders will become involved
at local branch level within the NZDA, within the
community, amongst their colleagues and potentially
at NZDA Board level.

The YDAG conducted its annual planning session the
afternoon prior to the Speaker Development Day.
For more information about the Gudfala Tut
For 2021 the group will focus on:
Skul program in Vanuatu contact Dr Barry Stewart,
msmvanuatu@gmail.com.
• A young dentist webinar series
• Employment advice
CLICK HERE to access the MSM Annual Report about
• Young dentist publications
the Gudfala Tut Skul program.
• Volunteering & oral health promotion initiatives
CLICK HERE to access the December 2020 MSM
Member Update about the program.
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YDAG thanks ICD for its ongoing support of their
annual Speaker Development Day.

NZDRF Report, 2018 ICD Grant
Report by Dr Manikandan Ekambaram,
Principal Investigator
Project title: Bonding universal dental adhesive to
developmentally hypomineralised enamel
This research project is an experimental study
that was conducted within the premises of the
biomaterials dental laboratory at the University of
Otago. The research was conducted on extracted
teeth from approximately 50 participants with
samples obtained under ethical approval from the
University and through appropriate local consultation
and authorisation.
The research involved the collection of extracted
hypomineralised first permanent molars from
participants aged 6 to 18. The extractions were
performed as part of personalised treatment plans
based on signs and symptoms related to the teeth.
All aspects of the research project have been
completed. The doctoral thesis has also been
examined, amended and approved by the University
of Otago. The authors are currently preparing the
manuscripts for publication.

SECTION VIII PERPETUAL FELLOWSHIP ROLL
ICD SUPPORT FOR ORAL HEALTH
RESEARCH IN OUR REGION
Section VIII of ICD is proud to support the ADRF and
the NZDRF through ICD grants. ICD grants have been
awarded to the ADRF each year since 2011 and to
the NZDRF most years since 2014. Since the passing
of Past Section VIII and International ICD President
Sydney Dobbin AM in 2019, the ICD grant awarded
through the ADRF has been named in his honour.
ADRF Announcement, Awarding of 2020 ICD Grant
The ADRF advises that the Dr Syd Dobbin AM
community oral health grant from the International
College of Dentists has been awarded to these
researchers from the University of Western Australia:
Dr Mohammed Junaid, Professor Linda Slack-Smith,
A/Professor Helen Leonard and A/Professor Kevin
Murray. Their project is entitled: Mental health
disorders among individuals with craniofacial
anomalies in Western Australia - A population-based
retrospective data linkage study.
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The Section VIII Perpetual Fellowship Roll was launched and posted on the homepage of the Section VIII
website at the end of 2020 on the 100th anniversary of the International College of Dentists.
The Section VIII Perpetual Fellowship Roll commemorates the passing of our Fellows through the years. We
thank each of them for the outstanding contributions they made to advancing our profession and to improving
oral health in communities in our region. We are eternally indebted to them for their leadership and example.
As we receive notification of Fellows who pass, they will be added to the Roll.
CLICK HERE to access the Perpetual Fellowship Roll on the homepage of the Section VIII website.

DIGITAL ONLY NEWSLETTERS
Fellows are reminded that the biannual Section VIII newsletters are now distributed only digitally.
Eliminating printing and posting of the newsletters has resulted in a cost savings of about $2,600
per year. These savings are redirected to support for volunteer programs led by our Fellows. All
newsletters can be found on the Section VIII website and can be downloaded at any time.
CLICK HERE to access the Section VIII newsletters through the website.
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